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feature which wa§ novel at thaf time, end I ?hink I can
say with some degree of assurence that it is not the
rule in a great many States that the mandated items,
mandated budget items dealing with public school systems
should not be subject to revision by th; Governor.,

I will have to give you some background now
as hou the school system in the State is financed.

For many years, and up to very recent time, we
had what we called a princible of equalization in éhis.
State. By that I mean to say that the Generél Assenbly
would - let's start first -- the State Roard of Educa-
.tion wouid establish a minimum standazd of education in
terms of dollars to be spent in each County. The General
Asscmbly would make certain sPec;fic grants and require
each County to levy a cer§nin<am§unt -- it varied from
year to year -~ on the tax base, and if the amountéu
éranted by the General Assembly, plus the amounts which
vere raised by the local fe;y did not equate to thé
ninimum progrem, as established by law, then the State
would make up the difference, through general fund

apprOpriétion, and this was all required by law.
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